hard connectors, one at each end, with a length of soft vinyl tubing between them (Fig. 3) . When suction is applied, the flexible vinyl tubing collapses under the influence of the suction, the two sides coming into apposition. The essential point is to wait a few seconds (about 5) because, if the tubing remains collapsed, this is a sign that the capsule has fired. If, after collapsing, the tube opens up again almost immediately, it is a sign that the hole in the capsule was not plugged by mucosa but merely with mucus or food debris and the capsule has not fired. Since employing this modification, more than 50 smallintestinal and gastric biopsy examinations have been done with 100% success. The exact specification of the flexible vinyl tubing2 is as follows: length = 5 cm., external diameter = 6 mm., internal diameter = 4 mm. 
